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the present world in order to gain the invisible
one/*32 But how can a religion of self-sacrifice be
reconciled with selfishness? Again it is urged,
and with much more ingenuity, that men are
cc partly disinterested and partly not disinterested.
They are desirous of doing good because it is good,
and they are desirous also of having the reward of
goodness hereafter."32 Yet man's nature is such
that if you strengthen one of two co-operating
motives, you weaken the other. If men saw heaven
as clearly as St. Paul's, they would no more think
of doing evil than of committing murder in the
open street.
The reason why we conceive religion morally is
that we ourselves are moral. " Our only ground
for accepting an ethical and retributive religion is
the inward consciousness that virtue being virtue
must prosper, that vice being vice must fail."
From these axioms we infer " a continuous eternity,
in which what we expect will be seen.5'32 The
natural theologian cannot improve upon this
solution, for, arguing from evidences of design in
visible creation, he can only show that God is
clever, not ethical, nor immortal, nor capable of
endowing His creatures with immortality. The
believer in Revelation, also, is obliged to admit that
the basis of his belief lies in his moral nature, for
unless he is inwardly aware that God is veracious,
he can place no credence in His word. The sound-
ness and health of a man's religion depends on the
soundness and health of his morality. " A super-
stitious mind permits a certain aspect of God's
character, say its justice, to obtain an exclusive hold
on it, to tyrannize over it."88 Conscience is thus